THE AGE OF REASON
dirty, and the transformation was due to the two Woods,
father and son.
"The peculiar merit of the Woods in proposing and
accomplishing this task was that they were architects
and not mere builders; that they had the beauty of the
city they were transforming always before their eyes;
that they conceived and carried out a harmonious
whole.551
Furthermore, the houses they built were comfortable as
well as handsome. Queen's Square, the Circus, the
parades, and the Lower Rooms were the work of the elder
Wood, while the Royal Crescent was both designed and
completed by his son. Pulteney Bridge was built in 1769,
but Pulteney Street and Laura Pkce caine later. As the
century grew older Bath became more staid, and therefore
more dull, than it had been in the days of the first two
Georges, for pleasure-seekers were beginning to discover,
in a more settled age, the attractions of the seaside. Yet
it was still much frequented, and it was from Bath that
the younger Pitt set out in 1806 on what was to prove his
last journey.
Bath was the latest of the watering-places, but it had
many predecessors, some of which continued to attract
visitors, if in diminishing numbers, throughout the
century. Difficulties of communication had at first ren-
dered popular those springs which were near the capital,
and among them Tunbridge Wells was pre-eminent. It
had been a favourite resort of Charles II, and one of the
few churches dedicated to the Royal Martyr is still to be
found there. Defoe described Tunbridge Wells as a place
that
1 Barbeau, A.: Life and Letters at Batb in the l8tb Century, p. 285.
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